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MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(as  at  -Ducuiubur ,  1972) 


Chairman;  Councillor  A.G.  Beauchamp 
Vice-Chairman;  Councillor  Major  H.P.B.  Hodgson 

Councillor  Mrs .  I.L.  Pocock 
Councillor  A.G.  Parks 
Councillor  II. J.  Arnoy 


Public  Health  Department  of  the  Authority 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
P.  D.  P.  Steode,  M.B. ,  M.F.C.M.,  D.PiwH. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
H.  C.  Yeoman,  F.I.P.H.E. ,  M.INST.H.E. ,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
M.J.  Woodward,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Resigned  3rd  September) 

C.  P.  C.  Goacher,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Commenced  21st  August) 

Clerk  (M.O.H .  Office) 

Miss  G.  M.  Boswell 

Clerk  (P.H.  Office) 

Mrs.  V.  A.  Cousins 

Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices, 

1  The  Green,  Marlborough. 

Telephone  Numbers;  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Marlborough  2487 

Public  Health  Department  Marlborough  2474 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Amcsbury ,  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury,  and  Powsey.  These  combined  districts  have  a 
population  of  67,500  and  an  area  of  23,289  acres.  They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee 
The  East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.H.O.)  Committee,  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating 
to  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Hoalth  also  perform 
duties  for  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  and  Education 
Acts. 
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BOROUGH  OF  I&RLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1972 


Council  Offices, 

1  The  Green, 
Marlborough. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors; 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  annual  report  for  the  year  1972,  which 
seems  likely  to  be  my  last,  since  by  the  time  one  is  in  a  position  to  write 
the  1973  report  N.H.S.  reorganisation  will  have  extinguished  the  post  of 
M.O.H.  It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  know  that  this  will  be  just  over  100 
years  from  the  date  when  it  became  obligatory  under  the  1872  Public  Health 
Act  for  every  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  to  appoint  a  M.O.H. 

Although  not  mandatory  many  of  the  larger  towns  had  already  appointed  M.Os.II. 
under  tho  earlier  Public  Health  Act  of  1 848 ,  and  Liverpool  the  first  in  the 
field  appointed  Dr.  Duncan  as  their  M.O.H.  in  1 847 •  The  earliest  annual 
report  which  I  have  in  my  office  of  the  Borough  M.O.H.  is  that  of  Dr.  A.  Wilson 
for  the  year  1921  who  was,  I  believe,  tho  second  to  be  appointed  by  the  East 
Wilts  United  Districts  M.O.H.  Committee  constituted  in  1914.  This  report, 
although  brief,  makes  interesting  reading  and  it  seems  that  the  health  of  the 
town  in  those  days  was  well  above  the  average.  The  population  of  Marlborough 
is  quoted  as  4,137  compared  with  6,200  for  1972?  a  comparatively  modest 
increase  over  the  years,  particularly  as  I  understand  tho  College  population 
accounts  for  about  500  of  this.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  52.6  for  1921 
and  54.0  for  1920  per  1,000  live  births,  which  compared  favourably  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  at  83. 0  and  80.0  respectively 4  In  contrast  I  am  able 
to  report  that  there  was  no  death  of  a  child  under  one  year  in  tho  Borough, 
while  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  wa3  17.0. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr,  Yeoman,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his 
report  which  is  included,  I  am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  supplying  details  of  immunisation  procedures  carried  out 
during  the  year,  and  to  Mr.  Hampshire,  the  Water  Engineer,  Borough  of  Swindon 
for  supplying  me  with  a  summary  of  bacteriological  and.  chemical  analysis. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remains  satisfactory .  Notifications  of 
infectious  disease  again  were  very  low,  although  for  the  second  successive 
year  a  notified  case  of  tuberculosis  is  a  reminder  that  this  diooase  is  still 
import  ant . 

The  number  of  deaths  is  exactly  the  same,  at  68.  Sixteen  were  due  to 
malignant  disease,  an  increase  of  six,  of  which  lung  cancer  accounted  for 
four.  Coronary  heart  diseaso,  at  ten,  was  slightly  reduced.  Deaths  from 
pneumonia  one,  and  bronchitis  two,  were  tho  same.  I  believe  that  it  is  well 
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known  generally  that  for  practical  purposes  lung  cancer  is  caused  by  cigarette 
smoking;  that  the  incidence  rates  for  coronary  heart  disease  are  much  higher 
in  smokers,  and  that  chronic  bronchitis,  if  not  caused  by  the  habit,  is  severely 
adversely  affected  by  it  once  acquired.  I  continue  to  bo  surprised  by  the 
hold  this  habit  has,  particularly  on  intelligent  people,  who  continue  to  smoke 
cigarettes  in  the  knowledge  that  for  many  of  them  their  health  will  be  damaged 
and  their  expectation  of  life  reduced. 

The  pressure  on  housing  continues,  with  a  waiting  list  of  227  -  1 44  of 
these  are  for  general  housing  accommodation  and  83  for  old  persons  accommodation. 
Particularly  urgent  is  the  need  for  specialised  accommodation  for  the  older ly, 
and  I  do  hope  that  the  new  District  Council  will  be  able  to  continue  to  build 
on  the  foundations  laid  by  the  Borough  Council  in  thid  field.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  project  for  grouped  accommodation  at  the  Priory  has  had  to  bo  put  back  until 
a  decision  as  to  whether  it  will  be  needed  for  office  accommodation  is  reached. 

In  any  case  the  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  must  bo  a  priority 
task  facing  this  country  as  a  whole,  and  not  just  the  new  District  Council. 

We  cannot  be  satisfied  until  every  young  married  couple  are  provided  with 
adequate  accommodation  for  their  needs  in  which  to  bring  up  childron  without  an, 
undue  period  on  a  waiting  list.  The  implications  of  the  cost  yardstick  in 
respect  of  local  authority  housing  are  very  worrying,  not  only  for  the  reason 
that  it  causes  dolaylf  but  even  perhaps  more  important,  that  it  undoubtedly 
leads  to  houses  being  built  to  a  lower  standard,  which  in  my  view  is  false 
economy.  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  see  that  more  attention  is  given  to 
thermal  insulation  from  the  outset,  which  would  not  only  reduce  the  demand  on 
fuel  for  heating,  but  would  also  reduce  the  incidence  of  accidental  hypothermia 
in  the  aged  where  they  are  tenants  in  houses  in  which  background  heating  is  not 
provided. 

The  Luncheon  Club  has  continued  to  meet  regularly  once  a  week,  its 
popularity  unabated.  Unfortunately  we  do  not  seem  to  be  any  nearer  to  the 
day  when  a  Day  Club,  on  the  lines  of  that  at  Devizes,  can  be  a  reality  in 
Marlborough.  There  is  no  doubt  however  that  it  is  clearly  needed,  and  perhaps 
this  may  bo  something  which  the  new  Parish  Council  can  foster. 

The  water  supply,  the  responsibility  of  Swindon  Corporation,  has  given 
rise  to  no  anxiety,  cither  as  regards  quantity  or  quality.  So  far  no  County 
decision  has  been  reached  to  fluoridate  the  water  in  the  interest  of  dental 
decay,  which  must  eventually  become  standard  practice.  The  delay  however  is 
most  unfortunate. 

This  has  boon  yet  another  exacting  year  for  Local  Authority  staff,  and  I 
an  very  pleased  that  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  all  crodit 
to  them,  have  managed  to  maintain  their  high  standards  of  performance,  often 
in  very  difficult  circumstances. 

In  my  previous  reports  I  have  stressed  the  need  to  retain  as  far  as 
possible  the  relationship  between  the  Medical  Adviser  and  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  the  new  District  Councils.  In  the  now  Kcnnet  District 
Council,  the  recommended  establishment  allows  for  a  Director  who  need  not  be 
a  qualified  Public  Health  Inspector,  in  control  of  a  Health  and  Housing  Group 
of  three  Divisions.  One  of  these  Divisions  will  bo  concerned  with  public 
health,  and  will  be  the  responsibility  of  an  Environmental  Health  Officer, 
almost  certainly  a  public  health  inspector.  This  arrangement  could  lead  to 
difficulties  unless  special  provisions  are  made  to  allow  for  free  unfettered 
two  way  communication  between  the  Medical  Advisor  and  the  Environmental  Health 
Officer  at  all  times  -  particularly  important  in  the  control  of  communicable 
disease. 

Mr.  Yeoman  has  made  reference  in  his  report  to  the  wastage  of  young  able 
public  health  inspectors,  which  has  occurred  in  our  own  oxperienco  in  the 
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Borough.  I  am  very  glad  he  has  done  so,  since  I  believe  that  the  future  of 
environmental  health  deponds  very  much  on  ensuring  adequate  recruitment  to  the 
profession,  both  as  to  numbers  and  quality,  which  in  turn  depends  on  a  satis¬ 
factory  career  expectation.  Since  public  health  inspectors  unlike  engineers, 
surveyors  and  financial  officers  virtually  do  not  exist  outside  tho  local 
authority  field,  the  responsibility  for  this  is  a  matter  for  local  government. 

I  regret  that  unlike  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  the  appointment 
of  a  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  no  longer  to  be  a  statutory  one.  I  am 
also  sorry  that  public  health  inspectors  are  to  lose  their  security  of  tenure. 

A  most  recent  factor  which  will  I  believe  adversely  affect  both  public  health 
and  the  public  health  inspectorate  is  the  almost  certain  loss  of  responsibility 
for  the  control  of  meat  inspection,  and  possibly  too  "meat  based  products"  to 
the  veterinary  profession  in  order  to  comply  and  harmonise  with  E.E.C. 
procedures.  This  I  regard  as  a  retrograde  step  involving  fragmentation  of 
responsibility  for  food  hygiene  at  local  authority  level,  on  which  I  have  made 
a  special  report  to  all  my  Councils. 

Finally  I  should  specifically  like  to  thank  Mr.  Yeoman  and  his  staff, 

Dr.  Lishman  for  acting  as  ny  Deputy,  Dr.  Wormald  and  the  staff  of  the’ Public  Health 
Health  Laboratory  for  their  continued  help  and  frequent  valued  advice,  and  my 
secretary,  Miss  Boswell  for  her  help  and  co-operation,  particularly  for  her 
work  in  preparing  this  annual  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STESDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  . . .  o ....  . . .  1 ,496 

Population,  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  .  6,200 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  . . .  1^903 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  72  . . .  £247*096 

Value  of  penny  rate  as  at  1st  April, 72  . . . .  £2,320 

Vital  Statistics  M.  F.  Total 

Live  births  -  legitimate  . . 31  32  63 

illegitimate  . .  2  4  6 

Totals  33  36  "?9 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . .  11.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  births  .  9*0 

Stillbirths  -  legitimate  . . 1  0  1 

illegitimate  . 0  0  0 

Totals  1  0  1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .....  14.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  -  legitimate  . . . .  32  32  64 

illegitimate  . 2  4  6 

Totals  34  36  70 


Deaths  . . . . . . .  32  36  68 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . . .  11.0 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year  -  legitimate  . . .  0  0  0 

illegitimate  . . .  0  0  0 

Totals  00  0 


Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined,  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ....  14.0 


Year 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Infant 

deaths 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Infant 

mortality  rates 

45.0 

24.0 

13.0 

9.0 

0 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  SECTION  47,  AND  1951 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  legislation. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Bl8 

Other  infectivo  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

B19('2) 

Malignant  neoplasms,  oesophagus  ......... 

— 

1 

1 

B19(3) 

"  "  stomach  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

B19(4) 

"  "  intestine  . . 

1 

1 

B19(6) 

"  "  lung,  bronchus  . 

3 

1 

4 

B19(8) 

"  M  uterus  ........  .... 

— 

1 

1 

B19(10) 

Leukaemia  . . . . . 

<«- 

1 

1 

B1 9( 1 1 ) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  . . 

3 

3 

6 

B46(i) 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases  . . 

— 

1 

1 

B23 

Anaemias  . . 

1 

- 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease  . . 

3 

— 

3 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . . . . . 

7 

4 

11 

b-29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . . . 

0 

(L 

6 

8 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . . . . 

5 

6 

11 

B46 (6) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

3 

1 

4 

B'3l 

Influenza  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

B32 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . 

- 

1 

1 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  . . 

2 

— 

2 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  . 

3 

4 

7 

BE48 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

Total  all  causes  . . . 

32 

36 

68 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


per  1 ,000 

population 

per  1 ,000 
Live  Births 

per . 1 ,000 
Total  Birth: 

Live  Births 

1  Death  Piate 

Infant 

Stillbirths 

(adjusted) 

(adjust  ed) 

Mortality 

Marlborough 

Borough 

13.3 

11.2 

0.0 

14.0 

England 
and  Wales 

14.8 

12.1 

17.0 

12.0 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 


- - \ - - 

J 

I 

Age  Groups 

Disease 

|  0  -  4  ! 

5  -14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Dysentery  ..... 

< 

1 

- 

i  1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

. .  !  - 

\ 

" 

1- -  - 

" 

1 

1 

i 

i 

L 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Polioiqyelitis  Immunisations 


Year  of  Birth 

I 

1972:  1971:1970 

ON 

VO 

On 

1968 

! 

1963-67 

.  ....  ...  .  . 

1957-62 

Others  under 
16 

|  Diph. 

28  53  j  3  !  - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Primary  !  Tru  , 

...  .  wh . cough 

nmnmflatTnns  *  ..  . 

. 28  53 ;  -  i  - 

- 

— 

— 

- 

completed  j  m  , 

,  f  I  Tetanus 

niin  ng  ......  ..  ... 

!  ■  1 

23  53  ;  3  !  - 

_L_ . .  .  . 

1 

2 

8 

11 

1972  j Measles 

-  j  77  . 

16 

2 

2 

5 

- 

- 

1 

|  Polio. 

28  55 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

;  Diph. 

-  |  29 

40 

2 

19 

56 

1 

- 

Reinforcing 

immunisations  j Wh. cough 

29 

38 

1 

— 

. .  .... 

- 

— 

given  in 

1972  ‘Tetanus 

29 

40 

3 

19 

59 

74 

- 

i 

Polio. 

t  « 

-  27  !  38 

. 

1 

_ 

19 

54 

- 

i 

» 

Smallpox  Vaccinations 

(Vaccinations  discontinued  as  a  routine  measure 
in  early  childhood,  September , 1 971 ) 


Months  Year 


Age  Group 

0-3 

j  3— 6 

j 

6-9  19-12  ! 

l 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

1 

I  ■  1 1  j 

;  i 

- 

1 

.... ..  . 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

_ 

i 

_  ;  _ 

; 

. 
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XARLBOROUGH  .borough  council 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Telephones  Marlborough  2474 


Council  Offices, 
1 ,  The  Green, 
IIARLBOROUGH. 


To  the  I  lay  or,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 


Hr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  1972.  It  has  been  prepared 
in  accordance  with  Circular  l/73  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security  dated  1st  January,  1973.  Yet  again 
I  have  to  report  a  change  in  staff  -  Hr,  H,  J,  Woodward  left 
the  Council’s  employ  in  September  to  train  as  an  Architect.  His 
place  was  taken  by  Hr.  G.  P.  Goacher  from  Andover  R.D.C.  It  is 
perhaps  not  without  significance  that  the  last  three  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspectors  (llr.  Jones  in  April,  I960,  Hr,  Blanchett 
in  April,  1 969  and  Hr,  Woodward)  all  left  the  Public  Health  service 
of  local  authorities.  In  the  24  years  I  have  served  the  Council 
you  have  employed  eight  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Only 
one  to  my  knowledge  is  still  serving  in  Local  Government  as  a  full 
time  Public  Health  Inspector,  Two  have  left  Local  Government, 
three  have  changed  to  Architectural  or  Housing  duties,  and  two 
hold  combined  posts  of  Surveyor/Publio  Health  Inspector.  The  work 
of  a  fully  qualified  Inspector  is  not  getting  any  loss,  end  the 
now  District  Councils  may  have  to  give  very  careful  thought  to  the 
proper  establishment  of  a  Public  Health  Department  and  to  the 
recruitment  of  the  necessary  staff. 


I  am,  I.Ir,  Mayor,  Lollies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant 


H.  C.  YEOMAN 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


January,  1973. 


...  . 


.....  • 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Food  and  Drugs  Acta 


Food  Premises 


Condemned  Food 


Meat  Inspection 


The  following  premises  are  registered 
under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955'. 


Sale  of  Ice  Cream  27 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  1 
Manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages  4 
Fish  and  Chips  1 


There  are  the  following  food  premises 
within  the  Borough 


Bakehouses  3 
But  cher s  4 
Cafes  and  Piestaurants  (unlicensed)  6 
Dairies  1 
Delicatessens  1 
Fishmongers  1 
Fried  Fish  Shops  1 
Greengrocers  3 
Grocers  and  General  Stores  10 
Licensed  Premises  serving  meals  11 
Licensed  Premises  not  serving  meals  11 
Sweets  and  Sugar  Confectionery  6 
School  Kitchens  6 
Factory  Canteens  6 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  during  the 
year:- 

Herrings 
Lamb 

Peaches 

Ox  Kidney 


141b  Decomposition 
9921b  Extensive  Mould 

Growth 

2941h  Mould  Growth 
Decomposition 
131b  4oz  Decomposition 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
but  meat  was  inspected  regularly  in  both 
retoll  shops  and  Market  stalls. 
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Food  Hygiene  General 

Regulations  1960> 

Milk  Supplies  -  Drue 

Abortus, 

Poultry  Inspection. 

Milk  (Special  Design 

populations  1963. 


145  routine  inspections  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  only  minor  contraventions 
wore  noted.  Informal  action  sufficied  in  all 
cases  v/ith  co-operation  from  owners.  There 
remained  generally  a  very  high  standard 
throughout  such  establishements  within  the 
Borough, 


■11a  No  ’raw’  milk  is  sold  in  the  Borough  and 

therefore  no  samples  were  taken. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants 
within  the  Borough. 

,ti  on)  There  are  eight  licensed  dealers  in  the 


district  viz: 

J.  M.  c 0  II.  Paulsen, 

Me rl i n  Rest aurant . 

Pa.steurised 

Church  Farm  Dairy, 
(Marlborough)  Ltd, 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

TJ.H.T, 

Mace  Marketing. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

U.H.T. 

L.S.  VI ado , 

77,  High  Street. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

TJ.H.T. 

Swindon  &  District 

Co- op  or at ivc , 

Pasteurised 
St orilisod 
U.II.T. 

Int er nat i onal  Stores, 
High  Street . 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

U.II.T. 

Strait  on  Sons  &  Mead, 
High  Street. 

Pasteurised 

A.  J.  Baden, 

18,  St,  Martins, 

Pasteurised 

All  premises  are  subject  to  regular 
inspection  and  in  all  a  total  of  37 
visits  wore  mads.  Samples  were  taken 
and  all  mot  the  required  standard. 
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FACTORIES 


3  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  details  are  set  out  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report. 


WATER  STIFFLY 

The  water  under  talcing  for  the  district  is  Swindon  Corporation,  Two 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  both  of  which  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  As  fen?  as  I  am  aware  the  supply  to  the  entire  district 
has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  whole  area  is 
served  by  a  piped  water  system, 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

Ho  specific  inspections  under  the  act  were  made  but  premises  were  regularly 
visited  in  connection  with  other  legislation  and  in  this  ’./ay  a  general 
check  can  be  kept  on  registered  premises.  All  routine  complaints  received 
were  inve  st igat ed , 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  is  only  one  licensed  site  within  the  Borough,  The  2  caravans  are 
kept  in  good  condition  and  the  site  is  well  maintained, 

ROBMT  CONTROL 

112  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  during  the  year,  39  of 
which  came  from  business  premises.  This  showed  an  increase  in  complaints 
of  approximately  6 9h>  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was 
mainly  due  to  serious  infestation  at  a  pig  farm  and  coincided  with  the 
closing  down  of  the  Refuse  Tip,  33  manholes  on  the  main  sewerage  system 
were  test  baited  for  rodent  activity  and  6  of  those  were  found  to  be 
infested.  The  infestation  we„s  cleared  after  several  re-visits.  All  rodent 
control  was  carried  out  by  a  member  of  the  outside  staff  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Insect  pests  are  treated  as  a  service  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

SflMMIHG  BATH 

The  open-air  heated  swimming  bath  w.  .s  again  well  used  and  no  problems  arose 
from  the  heating,  filtration  or  chlorination  plant.  Tintometer  readings 
are  taken  3  times  a  day  and  3  bacterological  samples  were  also  taken,  all 
of  which  proved  satisfactory.  The  bath  was  open  from  15th  April  to 
17th  September, 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 


There  are  20  licensed  installations  within  the  district 
inspected  annually  prior  to  the  re-issue  of  a  license. 


and  these  are  all 
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SE.'ERAGE 


The  much  awaited  inprovement  scheme  wan  started  in  May  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  about  one  third  of  the  two  year  programme  was  completed.  Hone 
of  the  new  sewers  are  yet  operational  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  Disposal 
Works  will  receive  any  benefit  from  the  now  Hunas  Tank  and  new  Filter 
until  next  Spring. 


In  the  meantime  the  work  ha.s  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  although 
the  work  in  progress  on  site  has  made  smooth  running  extremely  difficult. 
Generally,  samples  of  effluent  have  been  just  above  or  just  below  tho 
Thames  Conservancy  limits. 


PUDLIC  CLEANCING 

The  Portfiolds  Tip  wan  closed  for  general  tipping  in  March,  and  arrangements 
made  to  use  the  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  Tip  at  Froxfield,  This  ha  3  enabled 
the  Portfiolds  tip  to  be  scaled  and  it  is  now  used  only  for  hardcore,  soil, 
otc.  which  is  tipped  under  supervision.  This  disposal  at  Froxfield  is 
satisfactory  and  no  difficulties  have  boon  encountered  with  the  additional 
haulage.  The  totm.  continues  to  enjoy  a  weekly  collection,  with  a  twice 
weekly  collection  for  cafes,  restuarants  and  school  canteens. 


HOUSING 


Council  Hous ing .  The  York  Place  Pha.se  II  Scheme  was  completed  and  all  units 
occupied.  The  total  number  of  flats  and  bungalows  is  now  31,  in  addition  to 
a.  Warden’s  flat.  Phase  II  of  the  Portfiolds  development  was  substantially 
completed  during  the  year  and  by  December  7  -3  bedroom  houses,  4  -2  bedroom 
houses,  2  -2  bedroom  flats  and  2  -1  bedroom  flats  wore  occupied,  leaving  a 
further  10  units  to  be  completed.  Tho  shop  and  flats  at  1-3  Kingsbury 
Street  were  also  nearing  completion,  and  tho  shop  and  flat  at  Portfiolds 
was  under  construction. 

Private  Housing.  42  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  bringing  the 
total  of  post  war  houses  to  4^0*  At  the  end  of  December  a.  further  9  houses 
wore  under  construction. 

Improvement s  to  Pre-War  Council  Houses.  The  modernisation  programme 
continued  satisfactorily  but  by  tho  end  of  tho  year  had  lost  some  of  its 
momentum,  mainly  due  to  tho  difficulty  in  obtaining  Contractors  to  undertake 
the  work.  1 66  houses  have  been  completed,  leaving  only  58  to  modernise, 
the  end  of  the  year  Contracts  had  been  placed  for  14  of  these. 

Inprovement  Grants.  19’ Discretionary  Grants  wore  approved  during  tho  3rear, 
to  a  total  value  of  £13,289.  There  were  no  applications  i'w  Stondard 
Grant  s . 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1972  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  MARLBOROUGH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 

Proscribed  Particulars  on  the  Adnini  strati  on 
of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  H'TSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  no.de  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of  - 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4  and  6 
ore  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

•m 

0m 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

- 

- 

mm 

m 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out - w  orkor  s  pr oni a  e  s ) 

mm 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

-  — — 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  wore  found 

(if  defects  ore  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  ’cases’)* 


Number 

of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which  pro- 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  II. M. 
Insp. 

(4) 

By  II. M. 
Insp. 

(5) 

seditions 
woro  inst¬ 
ituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

**• 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (e.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (0.3] 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

• 

mm 

*■* 
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Humber 

of  cases 

■were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Nunber  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 

Referred 

secutions 
were  inst- 

Particulars 

(1) 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  II. M. 
Insp, 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Insp  • 

(5) 

ituted 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (3.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(l)  Insufficient  (3,7) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

am 

- 

(c)  Hot  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out-Work 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Total 

> 

1 

— 

- 

! 
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